
Step-by-step instructions: 
 

Develop a Hypothesis 

 

1. Develop a hypothesis about why the behavior is occurring based on the data collected. 

Behaviors typically serve one of three functions: 

 

   •   Attention - the student receives positive or negative attention or a desired event 

   •   Escape or Avoidance - the student avoids work or escapes the demands of undesired      

       events or activities 

   •   Sensory Consequences - the consequence is rewarding, feels good, relieves pain, or  

       feels better that the current situation 

 

2. Discuss and identify the function of the behavior. 

 

Function of Sally’s Behavior 

 

After reviewing the A-B-C data, the event recording data, and Sally’s interview responses, the IEP team 

hypothesizes Sally is engaging in these behaviors to avoid eating in the cafeteria because she is getting 

picked on and feels she has no friends. Sally is rewarded by sitting alone in lunch detention. The team 

completes the Student Behavior Hypothesis Chart (see Sally’s Student Behavior Hypothesis Chart). 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

 Do you think the IEP team’s hypothesis is correct? Why or why not? 

 Do you think it is possible Sally’s behavior serves other functions? Why or why not? 

 If Sally’s behavior serves other functions, what do you think are the functions? Explain your 

response. 

 What do you think are the next steps the IEP team needs to make to support Sally? 

 

  

Identify Replacement Behaviors 

 

1. Identify replacement behaviors the student can engage in that serve the same function but 

are socially appropriate. 

 

Sally’s Replacement Behavior 

 

The IEP team, including Mrs. Potter, Mr. Green, and Mr. Davis, discuss different replacement behaviors 

for Sally. Some of their ideas include: 

 

 Sally will express her anxiety about the cafeteria and ask to eat somewhere else. 

 The IEP team will arrange counselor or school psychologist led groups with peers to assist Sally 

in establishing peer relationships. 

 

http://olms1.cte.jhu.edu/olms/tmp/file/JHUSSI/Sally%20Student%20Behavior%20Hypothesis%20Chart%20Part%204.pdf


The IEP team completes the Student Behavior Hypothesis and Replacement Behavior Chart for Sally 

(see Sally’s Student Behavior Hypothesis and Replacement Behavior Chart). 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

 What are other possible replacement behaviors for Sally? 

 How do you think the IEP team will address Sally’s behavior of concern and replacement 

behaviors? 

 What do you think are the next steps the IEP team needs to make to support Sally? 

 

  

Behavior Intervention Plan 

 

Once teachers and the IEP team identify, define, and agree on a behavior, identify locations and 

times the behavior does and does not occur, collects and analyzes data, develops a hypothesis, 

and identifies replacement behaviors, the team creates a behavior intervention plan. 

 


